
 

 

 

 

 
Puntland Maritime Police Force:  

A Vital Component of the Piracy Solution 
 

 

 

Garowe, Puntland State of Somalia 
1 December 2011 

 
 
 
 



	   2	  

Introduction 
 
While piracy’s violent impact on seafarers and international shipping is widely known, it 
is also having a corrosive effect on land, particularly in the Puntland State of Somalia, 
where it is threatening to undermine traditional societies, local economies, and the rule 
of law.   With the encouragement of the United Nations and the support of friendly 
countries, the Puntland Government is recruiting, training, and equipping a new land-
based police and security force of local Somalis.  Under the direct control of the 
Puntland Government, the mission of this new Puntland Maritime Police Force (PMPF) 
will be directed at disrupting pirate havens, securing the distribution of humanitarian 
assistance and enforcing coastal fishing and navigation laws.  The PMPF and its 
mission have been formally notified to the UN in accordance with applicable 
procedures. 
 
The Scourge of Somali Piracy 
 
The piracy problem in Somalia is a relatively new 
phenomenon resulting from the protracted civil 
war of the past twenty years and the 
disappearance of strong, indigenous security 
forces. Piracy fuels increased instability in our 
fragmented nation and greater economic hardship 
for the Somali people, especially those that live in 
coastal communities in the Puntland State of 
Somalia.  
 
Piracy has had a devastating security and socio-
economic impact on Puntland.  Piracy 
perpetuates lawlessness and supplies criminals 
with the means of expanding their crimes through 
the trading and proliferation of arms and other 
illegally obtained materials. Piracy has 
undermined Puntland’s economy by disrupting its 
once vibrant fishing industry. Additionally, the massive inflow of money from ransom 
payments into coastal communities has created rampant inflation in the areas where the 
pirates operate.  
 
Beyond these economic and security implications, piracy has had a pernicious effect on 
Puntland’s society and culture as recruitment efforts seek to persuade our youth that 
criminal activity is the only avenue to material gain.  The piracy phenomenon also 
introduced new social problems, such as the consumption of drugs and alcohol, to the 
region. 
 
The scourge of piracy is felt beyond Puntland, and Somali piracy represents a true 
threat to the international community as it imperils the safety of global commercial 
maritime routes and exacts a significant toll on global commerce. The daily maritime 
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newspaper Lloyd’s List estimates that piracy costs the shipping industry $16 billion 
annually. As of 27 September 2011, the ICC International Maritime Bureau reported that 
277 hostages and 15 vessels were held by Somali pirates. Nearly a year ago, a United 
Nations report concluded that “the status quo is no longer satisfactory” and that the 
“extreme gravity of the situation requires emergency remedies.” 
 
Puntland’s Steadfast Commitment & Multi-faceted Approach to Combating Piracy 
 
The Puntland Government is committed to combating piracy off the coast of Somalia 
and has achieved real progress in this endeavor.  In 2010, the Puntland Parliament 
passed Somalia’s first and only Anti-Piracy Law, specifically addressing piracy crimes.  
There are currently over 200 pirates and piracy suspects awaiting trial in Puntland jails. 
This represents the largest concentration of jailed Somali pirates in over 20 countries, 
according to U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 
 
Since the enactment of this important piece of legislation, the Puntland Government is 
pursuing a multi-pronged approach to combating piracy that includes: the creation of a 
professional coastal force to fight piracy and protect the region’s maritime resources; a 
targeted public awareness campaign aimed at discouraging new piracy recruits and 
helping to rehabilitate reformed pirates; job training programs to teach reformed pirates 

new skills; and livelihood projects and 
economic development initiatives to revitalize 
coastal communities. 
 
An Essential Land-Based Component to the 
Solution  
 
The PMPF is vital to the Puntland 
Government’s anti-piracy strategy and 
consistent with the UN’s urgent calls to action. 
The international community has repeatedly 
requested that the Puntland Government and 
other regional authorities increase their efforts 
to establish security and the rule of law.  With 
the generous financial support of the United 
Arab Emirates and the endorsement of the 
Transitional Federal Government (TFG) of 
Somalia, Puntland has established the PMPF 
as one of the primary instruments to answer 

these calls.   
 
Upon completion of training, the PMPF will serve as a disciplined, professional coastal 
force to fight piracy and protect Puntland’s marine resources.  The PMPF’s mission is to 
promote peace and stability in the region by deterring, detecting, preventing, and 
eradicating piracy, illegal fishing and other coastal crimes; protecting marine resources; 
and delivering much-needed humanitarian relief supplies to Puntland’s citizens. 
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The creation of the PMPF is fully consistent with and responsive to UN Security Council 
Resolutions and the needs of the international community – UNSCR 1976, for example, 
calls upon “regional authorities in Somalia” to increase their efforts with regard to 
“establishing a system of governance, rule of law and police control in lawless areas 
where land-based activities related to piracy are taking place.”  UNSCR 2015 similarly 
“recognizes the primary role of the. . . relevant Somalia regional authorities in 
eradicating piracy off the coast of Somalia.” 
 
Piracy off the coast of Somalia is an international problem that must be addressed 
comprehensively.  The PMPF is intended to complement current counter-piracy 
strategies—such as maritime interdiction and legal reforms to facilitate the prosecution 
of pirates—and the Puntland Government will continue to welcome the support of, and 
coordinate with, the international community in its efforts to combat piracy and bring 
security and stability to Somalia.   
 
Beyond piracy, the PMPF furthers restoration and sustainability of security generally, a 
key pillar of the reconciliation efforts led by the United Nations Political Office for 
Somalia (UNPOS).  It also enables Puntland Government to fully implement the 29 
August 2011 Cooperation Agreement signed between the TFG and Puntland.  Among 
other items, these recently reaffirmed and UN-endorsed pacts call for the establishment 
of a Somali naval base in Puntland and the creation of a marine force. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


